Assessing data quality for decision support--emphasis on secondary analysis.
In secondary analysis, the use of available data makes it possible for the researcher to bypass the most time-consuming and costly steps in the research process. However, there are some noteworthy pitfalls and problems in working with existing data, especially the uncertainty of data quality. If the integrity and quality of data are not assured, statistical analysis of the data will not be reliable, no matter what statistical procedure is used. If the analysis is not reliable, the information used for decision support will not be accurate.